This Page Is Inserted by IFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 



BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
me original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



^edi-chin'^PAJ 



1/1 ^— v 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 

(11 publication number : 11-031179 
(43)Date of publication of application : 02.02.1999 



(51)Int.CI. 



G06F 17/60 



(21) Application number : 09-187911 

(22) Date of filing : 14.07.1997 



(71) Applicant : 

(72) Inventor : 



HITACHI LTD 

MIYAKE TSUYOSHI 
SHDIMA HIROMITSU 



(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR MANAGING INTER-COMPANY TRANSACTION PROGRESS 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To perform progress management of 
transaction or a project in which plural companies work together 
and participate in accordance with the time of deliver when final 
products are delivered to a customer. 

SOLUTION: A relaying part 22 of a server 11 relays transaction 
information sent from a transaction information sending terminal 12 
of a certain company to a transaction information receiving terminal 
13. An inter-company progress managing part 24 expands it into a 
work schedule that consists of plural work processes and stores it 
in a progress state database 21 when it receives merchandise order 
information from the part 22. When the actual results report of a 
related work process is acquired through the part 22 and a receiving 
part 23, actual results date is recorded on the schedule and when it 
is later than a scheduled date, changed date about a subsequent 
work process is recorded. A retrieving part 27 fetches 
corresponding progress state from the database 21 in response to 
an inquiry from a progress state inquiring terminal 14 and sends it to 
the terminal 14 via an editing part 28 and an outputting part 29. 
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